
Cervical cancer screening has dramatically reduced the disease over the past  
50 years.1 But recently the number of women who are overdue for cervical cancer 
screening has been growing.

What you need to know
Is there a screening test for 
cervical cancer?

Yes. Cervical cancer is largely preventable 
by having regular cervical cancer 
screenings. About one half of cervical 
cancer cases occur in women who have 
never had screening.3

•	 Cervical cancer screening is 
recommended for females ages  
21 to 654

•	 Cervical cancer screening includes the 
Pap test, an HPV test, or both 

•	 The Pap test checks for abnormal cell 
changes of the cervix 

•	 The HPV test can detect many high-
risk types of HPV even before there are 
visible changes to cervical cells

What is the cause of 
cervical cancer?
The main cause of cervical cancer is 
human papillomavirus (HPV) infection. 

•	 There are many types of HPV 

•	 Some types of HPV, called “high-risk 
types,” can cause cancer5 

•	 HPV infection is very common 

•	 It is passed from person to person 
through sexual contact

Not enough 
women are being 
screened for 
cervical cancer

25%MORE 
THAN
of women are not up to date 
with their screening2



QuestDiagnostics.com

Quest®, Quest Diagnostics®, any associated logos, and all associated Quest Diagnostics registered or unregistered  
trademarks are the property of Quest Diagnostics.  All third-party marks—® and TM—are the property of their respective  
owners. © 2025 Quest Diagnostics Incorporated.  All rights reserved.   PP14495  12/2025

Image content feature models and is intended for illustrative purposes only.

References 
1.	 National Cancer Institute. Why are many women overdue for cervical cancer screening? [blog post]. Cancer Currents Blog. February 22, 2022. 

Accessed October 22, 2025. https://www.cancer.gov/news-events/cancer-currents-blog/2022/overdue-cervical-cancer-screening-increasing 

2.	 Sabatino SA, Thompson TD, White MC, Villarroel MA, Shapiro JA, Croswell JM, et al. Up-to-date breast, cervical, and colorectal cancer screening 
test use in the United States, 2021. Prev Chronic Dis 2023;20:230071. http://dx.doi.org/10.5888/pcd20.230071

3.	 American Cancer Society. Types of HPV. Cancer risk and prevention. Last revised April 30, 2024. Accessed October 22, 2025.  
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/risk-prevention/hpv/types-of-hpv.html 

4.	 CDC. Registries Help CDC find out reasons women don’t get cervical cancer screening. November 26, 2024. Accessed October 22, 2025.  
https://www.cdc.gov/national-program-cancer-registries/success/cervical-cancer-screening.html

5.	 American Cancer Society. The American Cancer Society guidelines for the prevention and early detection of cervical cancer. Last revised July 1, 
2025. Accessed October 22, 2025. https://www.cancer.org/cancer/types/cervical-cancer/detection-diagnosis-staging/cervical-cancer-screening-
guidelines.html 

Talk to your provider about the best 
cervical cancer screening option for you.

How do I get screened 
for cervical cancer?
•	 It is important to see your 

OBGYN provider regularly for 
routine care including cervical 
cancer screening

•	 For some women, self-collection 
may be a better screening 
option than traditional cervical 
collection 

•	 Talk to your provider about the 
best cervical cancer screening 
option for you 
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